The 5/8-circle and 27-mm tapercut needle (yellow arrow) are inserted into the wall of the anal canal and are identified at echotomography Fig. 4 Colour-Doppler ultrasound. By means of a 7.5 MHz colour-Doppler endoanal probe, the arteries are consecutively indentified (see yellow arrow) (a) and ligated (yellow arrow) (b). As displayed, the signal disappears as the vessel is closed. A mean of 7 ligations is usually required ensuring accurate identification, ligation and final occlusion of the artery and addresses problems with variable signal emitted by a sound only Doppler device (Figs. 3, 4) . This technique may also be of benefit for training in doppler-guided haemorrhoidal artery ligation and reducing operative time.
